[Exogenous infections and environmental flora. Criteria for the characterization of bacteria and parameters influencing their spread].
An assessment was made of environmental micro-organisms isolated in the University of Turin Intensive Surgical Care Unit and Emergency Surgery Department to determine the possible exogenous origin of post-operative infections. The enzymatic characters and antibiotypes were determined for some species, and subsequently compared with similar characters of the "in vivo" isolated flora. A monthly disinfection method based on comparison among three antiseptic agents (chlorexidine, formaldehyde and formotetronium) considerably reduced the flora. The data obtained, while showing that most of the infections observed were endogenous, also provided indications on the way in which the spread of certain Gram-negative germs, often involved in post-operative and post-traumatic infections, could be contained.